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A letter written to his brother a few days after
this event is heart-rending in its accents of despair
and sorrow that he had been made to incriminate
others by enforced false testimony. He begs his
brother to do his best to make this good ; he says he
knows that he himself will lose his life, though he
had two kings of England to friend, but he wished
to save those who had stood by him and aided him.
Bromse and the others who persecute him, know
well that all the accusations are false, but it suits
their purpose to put them forward. " Vouchsafe me
credit; if I am a thief, may you yourself help me
on to the gallows; if I am a traitor, on to the wheel;
if I am an Anabaptist, into the fire."

Thus Wullenweber's confinement dragged on, and
public sympathy for his fate increased. Seeing this,
'his persecutors thought it desirable to make an end.
They announced that "the honest country" should
judge Wullenweber. They carried out this proposal
in the most despicable and treacherous manner.
On a Monday morning September 24, 1537, a larg$
gathering of peasants was assembled in an open
space in the neighourhood of Wolfenbuttel. From
their midst were chosen twelve fanners who had not
the smallest knowledge of State affairs, and barely
comprehended the question at stake against the
accused. Then the charges made against Wullen-
weber and to which he had acquiesced under torture
were read before them. Called upon to reply, Wulle-
weber boldly, in a speech of great dignity, denied the
charges, and declared himself willing to die to prove
his innocence. That he should die was unanimously